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Mideast

students

- Program hopes to build
- mutual understanding
- between cultures.

By Michael D.Pitman
| Staff Writer

HAMILTON — Miami Universi-
ty plans to help teach 20 Mid-
dle Eastern students this sum-
mer a different way to make

| countries.

The Center for Civic En-
gagement at Miami Universi-

.ty Hamilton renewed its near-
| 1y $240,000 U.S. Department

of State grant for the Study of
the United Sates Institute on
Civic Engagement. This year

' the school will host students

. from Tunisia, Egypt, Libya and

the Palestinian Territories for
nearly the entire month of Ju-
ly.
One of the primary goals for
the program is to build mu-
tual understanding between
the countries and the United

| States, said Sarah Woiteshek

Pietzuch, director for the Cen-

| ter of Civic Engagement at Mi-
| ami University Hamilton.

“The primary hope for our

| students participating in this
| is they (learn) a different way,

and with knowledge and edu-

| cation to organize (their) citi-

zens other than protests and

| revolution,” Pietzuch said.

She said it’s important these

| students also know that grass-

roots-level change won'’t hap-
pen overnight but will give
them “a different way to work
toward an issue.” The curric-

~ ulum will focus on a variety of

civic skills, such as being able
to create a dialogue and how

| to bring stakeholders together

with consensus-building.
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| change happen in their home

“It will help them debunk

| the myth that you have to be

in an elected leadership posi-

| tion in order to move forward.

That’s not the case at all. We
focus on the civil rights move-
ment as a very powerful citi-
zen-run movement here in the
United States.”

One of the primary teaching
tools for the civil rights move-
ment is Freedom Summer,
which Oxford played a role

in training volunteers to
head to Mississippi to reg-
ister blacks to vote.

Last year, in the
school’s first year for the
State Department grant,
20 African students came
to Miami University and
Hamilton. Pietzuch said
the school has the oppor-
tunity to renew the grant
for a third year before it
would have to reapply.

Ten Miami students,
known as regional fel-
lows, will “live and learn
and socialize” with the
foreign students for the
entire five-week program,
Pietzuch said.

“It creates this educa-
tional, international ex-
change for our students
here,” she said. “And for
our students on the re-
gional campuses, that’s
really important for us
since many of our stu-
dents are unable to travel
and study abroad. We’re
bringing that global ex-
perience to them in the

classroom.” :

The students will be
spending time on the Mi-
ami University campus-
es in Oxford and Hamil-
ton, as well as in the city
itself. They will attend the
Fourth of July festivities in |
the city. |

Later in the month, the
students will tour the But-
ler County Board of Elec-
tions to learn about this
country’s electoral pro-
cess. Last year’s tour with
the African students was
very well-received, said
Butler County’s elections
Director Lynn Kinkaid.

“I think it’s important
that they know how the
process is and how we do
things over here,” said
Kinkaid. “It’s not like that
in every country. Democ-
racy, I just think it’s im-
portant that foreign vis-
itors, and even students
in our own country, are
more aware of how the
process works.”

Contact this reporter at 513-
820-2175 or email Michael.Pit
man@coxinc.com.




